3io                             GREAT AMERICANS

football, and other sports. From this time also dates
his hobby of book-collecting, and as he soon realised
that it would be impossible to acquire all books on all
subjects, he decided to specialise in one subject only.
But what subject should he choose? It must be some-
thing to do with America, and because of his love for
the sea, something to do with ships, so finally he de-
cided to collect books dealing with the American navy.
To-day Franklin Roosevelt possesses the finest private
collection of books on that subject in the country.

Nineteen hundred and four was an important year for
Franklin Roosevelt. In that year he passed out of Har-
vard and went to the Law School of Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City, and he also became engaged to
his cousin, Eleanor Roosevelt, the niece of Theodore
Roosevelt, " Uncle Ted " as she called him. Eleanor
was a quiet, reserved girl. She had lost her father and
mother some years before, and since then had been
brought up by her grandmother, Mrs. Valentine Hall.
Mrs. Hall was a strait-laced old lady, and believed in
bringing up young people strictly. As a result Eleanor
had little to say for herself or to other people, and
showed no signs of the character and personality which
in years to come was to make her so striking a figure
as the first lady in the land, and enable her to take
a leading part in the life of the country.

The young people were married the following year,
and to add glory to the event Uncle Ted, at that time
President Theodore Roosevelt, consented to give the
bride away. It was a grand wedding, quite the chief
event of the New York season, but the main attraction.